
Alvaro A Alvarez

CORNELL UNIVERSITY

THE ROCKWELL GROUP

Bachelor of Architecture
Class of 2015 Ithaca, New York

College of Architecture, Art, and Planning

Project Manager
- Led a team of 10 employees and more than 30 consultants through the design and 
construction of a 180-key luxury resort from initial concept to construction phase.
- Communicated daily in English and Spanish with clients and brand operators, making 
sure their vision was understood and their needs were attended to in a timely manner.
- Negotiated contract fees with subcontractors for production of renders and drawings. 
- Made major decisions under high-stress circumstances that positively impacted the 
schedule and delivery of the project without sacrificing our budget.
- Managed an internal team of architects and interior designers, guiding them through 
design challenges and last-minute client requests in order to deliver excellent results.

AlvaroAAlvarez.com    aaa248@cornell.edu 

2014 - 2019
New York City, NY

Related

PUBLICATIONS & SKILLS 

HOSPITALITY

Caesar’s Entertainment
Las Vegas, Nevada, 2014 Cross-training in housekeeping, facilities, front-desk, custodian, & graveyard shifts

Operations Management Internship (Paris Casino, Planet Hollywood hotels)

Hotel Ezra Cornell 
Ithaca, New York, 2010 - 2015 Led 12 project managers through their event’s schematic design and final construction

Director of Design Development 

Cornell University
Ithaca, New York, 2017, 2018

School of Hotel Administration
Guest lecturer to 120 students, explaining project phases & construction coordination

Bustamante Business Center
Tijuana, Mexico, 2014 Created an investment portfolio for hotel/condominium projects in the coast of Baja

Summer Analyst in Hospitality Real Estate Division

Software & Languages Adobe InDesign, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop, Autodesk AutoCAD, Sketch-Up, 
Rhinoceros, V-Ray, Microsoft Office, Specsources, E-Builder, Basecamp, Deltek. 
Languages: English (fluent), Spanish (fluent), Italian (basic)

Salk Institute
Academy of Neuroscience 

for Architecture
Hotel of Memory (2016) 
Museum of Memory (2014)

Research Presenter to Attending Architects and Neuroscientists

Travel Research
Europe, 2013

Italian Transportation Research Studio

Publications 46 Miscarriages in 6 Years
Hotel of Memory 
Structural Model of the London Aquatic Center 

Museum Design Studio & Neuroscience Research 
(Portugal, Spain, France, Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Switzerland)

(Rome, Italy)

(Model Perspectives)
(Association, Volume 8)

(Medium Design Review, Volume I)

Project Architect

Architecture & Interior DesignSeptember 2014 - April 2019

2018 - 2019 
Riviera Maya, Mexico

Marriott International
Ian Schrager Company

Alhel Grupo Inmobiliario

The Kanai Edition Hotel

University of Las Vegas
Las Vegas, Nevada, 2016

School of Architecture
Guest critic to a design studio with a focus on tourism and transportation projects

The Statler Hotel
Ithaca, New York,  2010 - 2015 Coordinate with kitchen, housekeeping, and maintenance departments simultaneously 

Lead Server & Bartender, Banquets Department

(San Diego, CA)

2014 - 2016
Architectural Designer

- Produced architectural drawings, coordinated with consultants, and  provided 
creative design solutions to complex problems in order to meet fast-paced deadlines.

W Nashville (Tennessee), Nightingale Plaza (Los Angeles), MGM Cotai (Macau)

(Hospitality Design Concentration Program)

(Design Development Courses)

(New York City, NY)

- Responsible for all architectural scope in the design and construction of 70-level 
luxury residential skyscraper, overseeing 950,000 square feet of 280 condos & amenities.
- Led all coordination efforts with more than 50 project consultants, reviewing over 1,000 
shop-drawings, defending the client’s design vision from concept to construction phase. 
- Produced all arch drawings in coordination with our interior design team’s specifications. 
- Created visual system to organize all project finishes for ease of communication.
- Followed-up with contractors and subcontractors on their deliveries to meet deadlines.

15 Hudson Yards

AlvaroAAlvarez.com    aaa248@cornell.edu    (951) 515-4718     524 W. Calle Primera St. 1005 San Diego, CA 92173



 

Gregory Keffer, AIA 

Partner 

Rockwell Architecture, 

Planning and Design, P.C. 

5 Union Square West 

New York, New York 10003 

tel  212-463-0334     

 

May 3, 2019 

 

To whom it may concern: 

     

It is with great pleasure that I have the opportunity to write this letter of recommendation 

for Alvaro Alvarez.  I had the pleasure to see Alvaro grow in my studio over five years, 

from the position of intern to full-time architect. His immense drive to learn and his 

curiosity to experience as much as possible about being an architect was like no-one else 

I’ve ever worked with before. He never said “no” and always committed himself to doing 

the best job possible even if it meant jumping into the deep end of something he did not 

know. But what I admired most about Alvaro was his kindness and generosity. He 

always greets you with a smile and a humbleness that makes others around him want to 

collaborate and work with him. His integrity and hardworking attitude always paid off 

for the project and this was evidenced by our clients' trust in him. Alvaro grew very 

quickly at Rockwell Group and was given the position of managing a complex resort in 

Mexico and he met this challenge head-on with fervor and excitement.  

     

We are a better studio because of Alvaro and I would hire him back in a heartbeat. I 

strongly recommend him without hesitation for whichever position you may be 

considering for him. 

 

 
 

Greg Keffer AIA 

Partner 

Rockwell Group 

(917) 331-9634 
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Bradford Wellstead 
Lecturer 
Properties Development and 
Management 
 
255C Statler Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14853-4203 
 
C. 503.701.8099 
E. baw2@cornell.edu 
 
School of Hotel Administration 
Cornell SC Johnson College of Business 

 
25 May 2019 
 
Dear Recipient –  
 
Recently, Alvaro Alvarez asked that I write a letter of recommendation for him – a very easy task for me.   
I have known Alvaro for the past six years -  initially as a student of mine and since then as a professional 
and a friend. 
 
During his final year of the Cornell University Architecture program, he immersed himself in my 
Hospitality Facilities Design course.  An ingrained passion for hospitality and curiosity about hotel design 
brought him to the course.  He brought a very high level of design to the course in intellectual 
exploration, enthusiasm for pushing the envelope, and quality of the work produced.  For me, that 
experience was singular in my time teaching at Cornell – it pushed me to new and higher levels of 
curiosity for my own pursuits in design and hospitality. 
 
He asked that I participate in ad hoc critiques of his architectural thesis – also a hotel  - an experience 
that extended our already established academic relationship into the realm of what would clearly be a 
professional relationship in the future. Alvaro brought a richness and depth of exploration in his thinking 
and design that most professors can only hope to contribute to but a few times in their career. 
 
Alvaro began his dream position with Rockwell Group after graduation and we have stayed in touch 
throughout the past several years with check-ins and visits.  He has been a guest lecturer in two of my 
courses and brought a solid and grounded presentation of the architectural professional he is. 
 
As Alvaro embarks on the next chapter of his career, I am confident that any organization he engages 
with will benefit on an unexpected scale.  I say this from both a professional and personal view. 
Professionally, Alvaro contributes at a very high and productive level.  Personally, he gives so much of 
himself, that, while it is hopeful to see such dedication, one can become concerned at the level of such 
focus and passion.  He takes very little lightly and always makes what he is doing a solid and significant 
endeavor. 
 
I stand by ready to answer any questions about Alvaro’s work, productivity, leadership, character and 
ethics.  Any organization will be lucky to have him as a part of their own endeavors. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Bradford Wellstead 
Cornell University | SC Johnson College of Business 
School of Hotel Administration 
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Wesley Rogers 
New York, NY 10024 
 
 
June 1, 2019 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of strong support for Alvaro Alvarez, 
a man of character, conscience, and trustworthiness. Mr. Alvarez has been a great friend of 
mine for many years, and I know that in whatever role he may take in your organization, he 
will carry himself with the unchanging dependability that he has always shown me and 
those who have worked with him. 
 
 When I first met and became friends with Mr. Alvarez, over nine years ago, we were 
both students at Cornell University. Aside from his ease of personality, what struck me 
most about him was how he was always able to maintain his responsibilities and 
obligations to the myriad organizations and jobs he had during the semester while also 
taking classes. I was always so impressed that the long hours he put into working on his 
projects in the architecture studio did not prevent him from not only working at the Statler 
Hotel, but also being given a leadership position at the annual Hotel Ezra Cornell 
Conference by his peers. 
 
 I am glad to count Mr. Alvarez as a friend, and for several years I was also lucky to 
have him as a roommate. We were two among a group of six Cornell students, a mix of 
architecture and pre-medical students, who shared an apartment. During this time, we 
chose Mr. Alvarez, the most dependable and reliable among us, to be the designated point 
person for matters of rent management, such as making sure our checks were in on time, 
utilities were paid, and all the required chores occurred. This is not always an easy job 
when dealing with college kids, but he thrived and more than earned our trust in him. 
 
 As a friend to Mr. Alvarez while he has worked in the often-intense world of 
architecture and design in New York, it has been a pleasure to see how he has thrived as 
not just a designer, but as a manager as well. I have had the privilege of not only seeing the 
fruits of Mr. Alvarez’s design labor in person, but also of speaking with his colleagues at 
Rockwell Group, who have said in no uncertain terms that he his truly a great manager and 
colleague. At Rockwell, Mr. Alvarez was given the opportunity to manage projects, a 
responsibility usually only given to those far his senior, and he performed with aplomb. 
 
 It cannot be overstated that Mr. Alvarez has consistently demonstrated the same 
character and reliability throughout the years I have known him. He has always had the 
trust of his friends and his colleagues, and when given positions of responsibility, he has 
always rewarded that trust. I am lucky to call Mr. Alvarez my friend, and I know that you 
would be lucky to have him in your organization in any role. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wesley Rogers, MD 



Kelcey Wolff 
Project Coordinator 
FDS Design Studio 
2156 Wisconsin Ave NW 
Washington, DC 
202.362.1070 

To whom it may concern, 

I have had the pleasure of working with Alvaro Alvarez from 2011-2015 during our time as undergraduate students 
at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY. Alvaro was pursuing a Bachelor of Architecture degree and I a Bachelor of 
Science in Hotel Administration. Our seemingly different curriculums ultimately brought us together, working on 
design projects throughout our time at Cornell. Growing professionally and personally alongside Alvaro through an 
organization called HEC was a remarkable experience, and for me, created a deep admiration for Alvaro’s skills 
and abilities as a designer, leader and friend. 

Alvaro and I were involved in Hotel Ezra Cornell (HEC), a student-run organization within Cornell’s School of Hotel 
Administration (SHA) that executes an annual three day long hospitality conference for hundreds of industry 
professionals at the Statler Hotel and Statler Hall on Cornell’s campus. The conference typically includes hotel 
accommodations, an assortment of food and beverage events, and hours of engaging panels, presentations, and 
leisure activities for attendees. Both drawn to the conference’s need for aesthetics, Alvaro and I worked on the 
Design Team of HEC. Alvaro and I joined the Design Team as freshman assistants with small, specific roles, and 
by our senior years, we were the directors of a Design Team of roughly 30 students designing 15 events spanning 
3 days.  

Alvaro’s choices as a designer were always purposeful, impactful, and financially viable. He also embraced working 
with the culinary, beverage, and service teams simultaneously working to properly complete their tasks, rather than 
view this collaboration as an unavoidable challenge. His respect for other “trades” and willingness to listen and 
strategically adapt to their needs without sacrificing quality always produced results greater than the sum of the 
parts. Alvaro has a unique and mature understanding that design goes beyond aesthetics and needs to satisfy 
many different needs. Alvaro has vast architectural knowledge, but what differentiates him is how he thoughtfully, 
but efficiently takes the time to listen to and understand the differing needs and stakes of the guests, employees, 
and owners using the spaces he designs, and comes to an agreeable solution. 

As an upperclassman, Alvaro chose to share his design knowledge and experience with younger students by taking 
on project management roles. Together we tackled the challenge of meeting our Board of Directors’ and the SHA 
Dean’s requirements for the conference, while simultaneously supporting the creativity and visions of inexperienced 
students. I watched Alvaro handle this tricky position incredibly gracefully. He possesses the management skills to 
pull the best work from his team, while meeting the scheduling and financial demands of the organization. In this 
role, I watched Alvaro give each individual he interacted with his full attention and the same amount of respect, 
regardless of what pressure he was under, or whether he was speaking to the Dean or a freshman student.  

Alvaro was involved in the HEC Design Team all 5 of his years at Cornell, each year in a new, more challenging 
role. His commitment and design knowledge and management skills kept the organization moving forward, while 
his interpersonal skills retained students within the organization. I highly recommend Alvaro as a valuable addition 
to any team because of his knowledge, experience, and interpersonal qualities and hope I, myself have the chance 
to work with him again as Cornell alumni. 

Regards, 
 
 
 
Kelcey Wolff 
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